
 
 
 

ELECTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017 

Candidate Profile Information 

 

Name:                                            Iris Dorsett 

(To appear on ballot paper) 

 

Position:                                       Road Safety Officer 

Employer:                                     Bathurst Regional Council  

            and Blayney Shire Council 

 

Professional Background:  

My experience in Local Government began in November 2005 when I commenced in the role of road 
safety officer working across three Local Government Areas. 

During the past twelve years I have developed and delivered many road safety community 
educational programs. 

Professional memberships include: 

• Member of IPWEA (NSW) 2008 - current 

• Associate Fellow Australasian College of Road Safety 2008 - current 

 and I am also a qualified and active Road Safety Auditor. 

My work in road safety has been recognised and awarded the IPWEA (NSW) Excellence in Local 
Government Road Safety Awards x 7 and qualified as a finalist in the Australasian College of Road 
Safety Diamond Road Safety Awards x 2. In 2015, I experienced the extreme honour of being 
nominated and qualifying as a finalist in the NSW Women in Local Government Ministers Awards. 

I have presented at IPWEA (NSW) Regional Forums and State Conferences, presented at IPWEA 
International Conference Rotorua and was selected to display a poster at IPWEA International 
Conference Rotorua. In 2014, I was fortunate to be awarded an IPWEA (NSW) study tour which 
allowed me travel to Japan to study emergency management systems employed following the 2011 
Japanese earthquake and the following Tsunami and Nuclear disaster. 

I hold qualifications in the fields of: 

• Communications and Marketing 

• Project Management 

• Management 

• Business  

• Business Administration 



 
 
 
• Special Education 

• Training & Assessment 

• Clinical Hypnotherapy 

• Aviation – Ground Control Management 

• Road Safety Auditing 

and Justice of the Peace since 1998. 

I undertake secondary employment as a TAFE teacher across several subject areas, and have 
designed and delivered face to face educational programs for Corrective Services. 

In addition, I also perform consultancy work in the field of life coaching and personal development 
and am involved in many community organisations in both Bathurst and Blayney. 

Areas of Interest:  

My main interests lie in the fields of safety and education, and developing relationships and 
partnerships.  

Road safety, community safety, work safety, personal safety and personal health safety (mind and 
body) all rate exceptionally high in my opinion. I am keen to apply myself to working towards 
implementing methods that can provide awareness and education in all of these areas. Safe people 
mean a safer environment and community for all, and I believe there are many opportunities for 
IPWEA (NSW) to invest in and promote that belief.  

Expanding educational opportunities is also a high priority for me. Whether it be refreshing or 
consolidating an existing skill set or accepting the challenge of developing a complete new skill, 
members should be supported and encouraged every step of the way. ‘Back to Basics’ training and 
possibly the introduction of an ‘adopting/mentoring’ a young engineer program is an area I would be 
keen to see further developed. 

The expansion of networking opportunities is also of particular interest to me as this provides a user-
friendly environment for sharing and learning.  

Above all else, I am truly interested in and committed to representing member opinions and values. 

Aspirations for Institute:  

My aspirations for IPWEA (NSW) include maintaining its integrity and positively promoting its growth 
and development. While encouraging and supporting current members to respect and value the 
traditional, we can search for and embrace new and fresh approaches to building better 
communities.  

My aim is to support and work exceptionally hard to promote the benefits of IPWEA (NSW) to all 
Public Works and other industry related professionals. Six years ago, I set a personal goal and 
pledged to be a champion for all things IPWEA (NSW). My goal was to introduce and expose at least 
one new person per year to an IPWEA (NSW) event. This has successfully been achieved and 
exceeded, and I am proud to say proved effective in assisting organisation membership growth. 
However, more importantly than a boost in membership numbers, an additional benefit is these 
individuals have in turn exposed our organisation to new and varied ideas and approaches too.  



 
 
 
New relationships have been formed and doors opened that in previous times appeared closed or 
not accessible. I will continue this action and respectfully encourage others to work with me in 
securing connectivity and partnerships for the benefit of our organisation and in turn, the 
communities in which we operate. 


